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Reason for the application being considered by Committee  
 
The application has been ‘called in’ for Committee determination by Councillor’s Elizabeth 
Threlfall and Chuck Berry in view of the public interest, for the sake of transparency and to 
consider the cumulative effect. 
 
1. Purpose of Report 
 
The purpose of the report is to assess the merits of the proposal against the policies of the 
development plan and other material considerations and to consider the recommendation that 
the application be approved subject to conditions. 
 
2. Report Summary 
 
The application has been the subject of consultation and publicity, including site notices, press 
notice, neighbour notification and publication on the Council’s website. Representations 
received include 8 letters objecting / commenting.  
 
The main issues to be considered are: 

 Whether the proposal is acceptable in principle; 

 Whether the proposal would result in the loss of best and most versatile agricultural 
land; 

 Whether the proposal would be harmful in terms of its landscape and visual impact; 

 Whether the proposal would give rise to an adverse impact on residential amenity; 



 Whether the proposal would have an adverse impact upon highway safety or public 
rights of way; 

 Whether the proposal would cause harm to protected species and/or their habitats; 

 Whether the proposal would cause harm to the historic environment; and 

 Whether the proposal would result in any other adverse environmental impacts. 
 
The proposal is ‘EIA development’, and so the application is accompanied by an 
Environmental Statement.  All necessary information has been provided in the Environmental 
Statement, which has allowed environmental effects to be fully and properly assessed, as set 
out in this report. 

 
3. Site Description 
 
The application site is located within open countryside on land to the north of Malmesbury, 
with the A429 (which forms part of the local freight network for Wilshire) located to the east.  
Adjoining the site are priority habitats (deciduous woodland) identified as “The Cleaver” and 
“The L Strip” on the Council’s maps; these would remain unaffected by the proposed 
development.  The site is not located within any designated protected landscape; although the 
Cotswold AONB lies approximately 809 metres away at the nearest point.  
 
The Site extends to 63.29 hectares of agricultural land situated west of the A429 (Crudwell 
Road) and approximately 2km north of Malmesbury.  The site is set within a rural context, 
across an agricultural landscape.  The site is irregular in shape and comprises several distinct 
agricultural fields with hedgerows making up each of the boundaries between them. 
Agricultural land lies to the north, east, south and west with intervening screening provided by 
existing hedgerows and woodlands and the topography of the land. 
 
 



 
 

Solar Farm Site Location – site outlined in red 

 
There are no recognised public rights of way crossing the site.  There are identified heritage 
assets within the general area, including archaeology and Grade II Listed Buildings (Grade II 
Listed Bishoper Farmhouse approximately 514m to the north-east and the Grade II Listed 
walled garden at Charlton Park approximately 233m to the south-east of the site). 
 

 
 

Route of underground cable connection between proposed Solar Farm Site and DNO compound – site outlined in red 

 
 



 
 

DNO Compound Site Location – site outlined in red 

 
 
 
4. Planning History 
 
There is no relevant planning history pertaining to the application site (i.e. no previous 
applications submitted on the site that are of relevance to the proposal now). 
 
5. The Proposal 
 
The proposal is for the installation of a solar farm comprising ground mounted solar PV panels 
with a generating capacity of up to 49.9MW, including mounting system, battery storage units, 
inverters, underground cabling, stock proof fences, CCTV, internal tracks and associated 
infrastructure, landscaping and environmental enhancements – for a temporary period of 40 
years and a permanent grid connection hub.  Access to the site is to the east of the farm on to 
the nearby A429 (Crudwell Road). 
 
The grid connection point is located approximately 6.1km from the site, northwest of Upper 
Minety and west of Oaksey Road.  It would be connected to the solar farm via a trenched cable 
beneath the intervening farmland.  At the connection site the proposal would provide the 
necessary infrastructure to allow for the cable from the solar farm to connect to the main grid. 
 
 
 



 
Block Plan – proposed site layout 

 
 
The proposal includes the following associated infrastructure: 
 

 Inverter cabinets (each 2.5m x 1.0m and 2.3m high) 

 5 battery storage containers (each 6.5m x 3.0m and 2.5m high) 

 Stock proof post and wire fencing along the site boundary within the hedgerow with 
access gates (at approx. 2.0 – 2.1m high) with a 150mm gap at the bottom 

 Secured security cameras are generally positioned around the perimeter looking 
inwards to provide security for the solar panels 

 
Typical detail of the inverter box 

 



 
Typical detail of the stock proof fencing 

 
 
The stock proof fencing will be approximately 2.0 to 2.1m high and raised above ground level 
by 150mm to allow for the movement of small animals, reptiles and amphibians across the 
site.   
 

 
 

 
Typical detail of battery storage cabin 

 
 
The battery storage containers would be located on the north side of the site, in a reasonable 
location to benefit connection with the cable to the DNO.  These are shown as a green / brown 
colour finish, although a condition can be applied to define the final colour.  
 
The solar panels would be fixed, facing south at an azimuth angle of 180 degrees relative to 
north.  The solar panels would have a maximum height of 2.8m above ground level and would 
have an elevation angle of 25 degrees above the horizontal. 
 



 
Typical Cross Section of Solar Panel now proposed 

 
 
The grid connection point would be approximately 6.1km from the site as shown within the 
submitted details, north of ‘Upper Minety’.  The cable route would pass across agricultural 
fields and along local highways to reach this destination. 
 
The proposed solar farm would generate sufficient renewable electricity to power the 
equivalent of approximately 15,000 average households and thereby contribute to the national 
target to generate 32% of overall energy generation from renewable energy. 
 
Access to the solar farm would be via a new hardcore gravel access track that would run along 
an existing farm track, adjacent to the arable field boundary, and connect to the A429 Crudwell 
Road via and existing field gateway. 
 
At the grid connection site, the proposals include removing an existing pylon and replacing it 
with two new pylons, the installation of two 15m high communication towers, a switch room 
and services building, 2.4m high palisade security fencing with 1.2m high stock proof fencing, 
a container for storage, and a loose gravel access track. 
 
The scheme has undergone some revisions/additional detail, submitted following concerns 
raised.  The necessary and appropriate consultations have taken place and it is on the 
revised/additional details that the recommendation to grant planning permission is made. 
 
6. Planning Policy 
 
Wiltshire Core Strategy 2015 (WCS) 
 

- CP3 – Infrastructure Requirements 
- CP34 – Additional employment land 
- CP42 – Standalone renewable energy installations 
- CP50 – Biodiversity and Geodiversity 
- CP51 - Landscape 
- CP52 – Green Infrastructure 
- CP53 – Wiltshire’s Canals 
- CP55 – Air Quality 
- CP56 – Land Contamination 
- CP57 – Ensuring High Quality Design and Place Shaping 
- CP58 – Ensuring the Conservation of the Historic Environment 
- CP60 – Sustainable Transport 
- CP61 – Transport and New Development 



- CP62 – Development Impacts on the Transport Network 
- CP64 – Demand Management 
- CP67 – Flood Risk 
- CP68 – Water Resources 

 
Saved Policies for the North Wiltshire Local Plan 
 

- NE12 Woodland (saved Local Plan policy); 
- NE14 Trees, Site Features and the Control of New Development 
- NE18 Noise and pollution 
- T5 Safeguarding 

 
Wiltshire Local Transport Plan 2011 – 2026 Car Parking Strategy (Adopted March 2011) (CPS) 
 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (2021) 
 
Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) 
 
Historic Environment Good Practice Advice in Planning Note 2 - Managing Significance in 
Decision taking in the Historic Environment HE 2015). 
 

 Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) Management Plan 2018-2023 
particularly, in this instance, with regards to Policy CE1 (Landscape), which specifies 
that development proposals should ensure that views out of the Cotswolds National 
Landscape are conserved and enhanced; 

 Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment particularly, in this instance, with 
regards to Landscape Character Types (LCT) 11 Dip-Slope Lowland; 

 Cotswolds AONB Landscape Strategy and Guidelines (link) particularly, in this 
instance, with regards to LCT 11; 

 Cotswolds AONB Local Distinctiveness and Landscape Change; 

 Cotswolds Conservation Board Position Statements particularly, in this instance, with 
regards to the Renewable Energy Position Statement, Development in the Setting of 
the AONB, Tranquillity Position Statement and Dark Skies and Artificial Light and its 
appendices. 

 
The site is located in countryside, however, there are identified heritage assets within the 
general area, including archaeology and Grade II Listed Buildings (Grade II Listed Bishoper 
Farmhouse approximately 514m to the northeast and the Grade II Listed walled garden at 
Charlton Park approximately 233m to the southeast of the site). 
 
From the point of view of the historic environment, a primary consideration is the duty placed 
on the Council under section 66 of the Planning (Listed Building and Conservation Areas) Act 
1990, to have special regard to the desirability of preserving any listed building or its setting or 
any features of special architectural or historic interest which it possesses. 
 
7. Consultation responses (a summary of the comments provided) 
 
St Paul Malmesbury Without Parish Council – No objection. 
 
Charlton Parish Council – No objection.  
 
Charlton Parish Council has concerns about this planning application in large part due to this 
being the second application for a solar farm in the parish, these being in addition to three of 
the five already approved Battery Storage sites.  For this reason, the PC believes that Wiltshire 



Council should make clear the criteria it uses to assess the "Residential Amenity" component 
of Core Policy 42. Having looked at this application as a standalone case it has decided on no 
objection but with requests for certain conditions. 
 
1. That all fixed structures, including most certainly the battery units and inverter units, are of 

a colour that will merge with the landscape, ie green or brown, and our recommendation is 
RAL 6005 Moss Green. 

2. That all components of the application should be subject to removal at the end of the 
project's approved term (documented as 40 years).  We do not understand why the grid 
connection point should be permanent while the solar farm is lifed.  If, at some point in the 
future, a requirement to extend the life of the connection point emerges then the PC 
requests that approval for this should form part of a revised application or material variation. 

3. The PC believes Biodiversity improvements don't just happen they need to be managed. 
For this reason the PC would like to see strict conditions relating to the monitoring and 
management of biodiversity.  This would cover stipulations about: 

 
a.  A detailed monitoring plan, which is carried out by experienced environmental experts 

preferably independent of the owners and operators. 
b.  It would be good if members of local wildlife groups could be allowed on site periodically 

to assess the environment improvements e.g. bat, bird, plant and butterfly groups. 
c  The initial LEMP (which will be subject to a standard condition) will run for 5 years and 

should include a commitment to a new version being submitted in good time each 5 
years of the site's operation, to allow adequate time for review. 

d.  There should be a separate management and monitoring plan for the wildflower 
meadow that is being sown. 

e.  Maintenance of all biodiversity gains should form part of the conditions for removal of 
the site at the end of its life. 

 
Hankerton Parish Council and Minety Parish Council – Objection 
 
Not an effective use of the land 
 

1) Incompatible with recognised landscape character; area of potential archaeological 
interest 

2) Development creep 
3) Scale & viability 

 
Government expectation to site solar farms on previously developed and non-agricultural land.  
The proposed use of agricultural land should be shown to be “necessary”; no evidence to 
suggest alternatives have not been considered.  Poorer quality land should be used in 
preference to higher quality land, only 30% of the land is poor quality.  Application proposes 
using land of relatively higher quality (sub-grade 3a and 3b).  3a is the best and most versatile 
and should be protected in any event and 3b should not be used for industrial scale renewable. 
Concerns on this matter are raised by other Parish Councils. 
 
Siting an industrial-scale solar farm on the land is not consistent with the landscape’s 
recognised character and management strategy.  Application recognises that the character 
will be changed.  The application places emphasis on out of sight out of mind to justify this; 
this is not a sound basis as does not respect landscape character and suggests that any 
development that cannot be seen would be acceptable.  Bronze Age archaeology recognised 
as on site, and application recognises the potential for other archaeological remains on the 
site. The use of conditions not realistic or appropriate basis for such large development. 
Necessity test has not been met. 
 



Development affects three different parishes in different ways.  It’s a fiction that the site will be 
returned to its former state, this will become a permanent feature.  There is no pretence with 
the proposed sub-station in Minety Parish which will become a permanent fixture.  Minety 
Parish is already host to the largest battery storage system in Europe.  Has all relevant 
Parishes been consulted.  Application places much reliance on cumulative impacts of inter 
visibility.  More than 1500 acres of greenfield land has been targeted by industrial scale solar 
farms in northwest of the county.  LPA should consider speech given by Rt. Hon. Gregory 
Barker MP, Minister for Energy and Climate Change under the Conservative and Liberal 
Democrat coalition, to the Large Scale Solar Conference on 25 April 2013. 
 
Application cites need for 49.9MW as no Government subsidies, however, this conclusion 
takes no account of contracts for difference (CfD) regime relating to low carbon electricity 
generation.  The impact of participating in the CfD auctions improves the developer’s returns. 
Battery storage can also yield significant gains through record pricing for their power.  While 
any developer has commercial motives, the rationale for scaling the project to make it viable 
excludes the fuller picture. 
 
Malmesbury Town Council (nearby parish)– Comment;  
 
WC-21-05-197106 - Following discussion at its meeting on 4 May it was resolved that 
Malmesbury Town Council has concerns over the density of land being used for energy 
production rather than food and asks if there is a policy adopted by Wiltshire Council that is 
used to determine such applications. 
 
Environment Agency: No objection to the proposed development, subject to informatives.  
 
Wiltshire Council Highways: No objection subject to condition. 
 
The application has been made subsequent to a Screening Request application 
(20/05893/SCO) and a Scoping Opinion application (21/00554/SCO), where the required 
content of a Transport Statement (TS) to support this current application had been considered 
and agreed. This current full application includes a TS which has included all the details 
requested to be considered. 
 
The TS and the Planning, Design & Access Statement (PDAS) indicate the proposed means 
of access to serve the site, both during construction and for the subsequent operational stages, 
to be via an existing farm track off the A429 Crudwell Road. It is further understood that the 
intended access to the grid connection infrastructure will be via an existing farm track to the 
west of Oaksey Road.  Whilst it is stated in the PDAS that this access “would also be very 
lightly trafficked, with only occasional maintenance visits required”, the application should 
include appropriate detailed information of the intended point of access, particularly as there 
are two access points indicated on drawing 20.09_102 C and it appears that only one is an 
existing access, albeit only informally surfaced. 
 
The A429, Crudwell Road, is a single carriageway subject to the National Speed Limit, which 
connects to the M4 motorway to the south and the A422, Tetbury Road, to the north. 
 
Construction Phase – 
 
The construction of the proposed solar farm is stated to be carried out within a period of 4 
months, with all construction traffic being routed via the M4 and the A429 directly to the site. 
 
The existing agricultural access is proposed to be improved to provide a 5.5m wide access 
road with 6m junction radii, which then reduces in width to 4.5m once within the site. The form 
of the access has been assessed to ensure that it would be appropriate to accommodate the 



largest anticipated delivery vehicle, and the submitted swept path analysis confirms that the 
improved access would be appropriate. The access is also proposed to be improved with the 
provision of 2.4m by 215m visibility splays, which would accord with the recommended 
standards for a 60mph road. 
 
With regard to the construction of the access, the TS states that the “site access will consist 
of temporary ground re-enforcements due to the small number of vehicle movements expected 
on site. This will ensure that the site access route is appropriate to accommodate the swept 
path of a 16.5m articulated vehicle, which is the largest vehicle associated with the 
construction of the solar farm.” 
 
The detail of the access road construction will need to be approved, in order to ensure that the 
construction is of an appropriate standard, and to ensure that no loose material will be tracked 
out onto the highway. 
 
The TS details the site access as being able to ensure that all construction vehicles will enter 
and exit the site in forward gear, with a construction compound within the site to enable turning 
manoeuvres. To enable the support of the loading of HGVs and plant, it is advised that there 
may be the need for the laying of temporary access tracks, but these will be removed on 
completion of the construction phase. 
 
The movement of construction traffic at the access will be managed by Banksmen to aid the 
heavy and large construction vehicles with exiting movements onto the highway, ensuring the 
priority is given to the flow of traffic on the adjacent highway network. 
 
The applicant has based the anticipated traffic generation, during the construction phase, on 
experience of other solar farms detailing the highest intensity of deliveries take place over a 
six-week period which involves the preparation of the site, installing the temporary access 
polyethylene matting, erection of security fencing, assembly and erection of the PV strings, 
installation of the inverters/transformers and grid connection. 
 
The working hours are suggested as being Monday to Friday 07:00-19:00, requiring a 
maximum of up to 40 construction workers during peak times.  A construction compound will 
be provided to accommodate storage, parking for contractors and turning for HGVs. 
 
In order to reduce the number of contractor vehicle movements, it is envisaged that some non-
local workforce will stay in accommodation locally and then transported to site by minibuses.  
The construction period will require the delivery of materials and equipment by HGV (maximum 
16.5m long articulated vehicles), and the anticipated number of vehicles over a 6 week period 
has been set out as 241 deliveries (482 two-way movements), which equates to around eight 
deliveries (16 movements) per day, of which 115 (230 two-way movements) would be made 
by 16.6 m articulated vehicles. 
 
It is also advised that a number of smaller vehicles such as skip collections and transporting 
construction workers and sub-contractors will also be generated, but no details of the quantum 
has been provided. However, it is accepted that the intense movements and level of traffic 
generation is limited to a short period. 
 
Operational Phase – 
 
It is stated that once the solar farm is constructed, it is unmanned and would generate around 
two to three visits to the site per year, typically by light van or 4x4 type vehicles.  Such level of 
movements is stated as being “fewer than the existing agricultural use”. 
 



Having regard to the above, I am happy that the operational implication of the development 
would not have a material impact on the use of the site access, however the construction 
phase will require more intensive movements of vehicle in respect of deliveries and 
construction traffic. 
 
The proposed site access to the solar farm is considered appropriate to accommodate the 
delivery and construction vehicles, and the detail of the construction of the access and 
associated visibility splays will need to be subject to appropriate conditions. 
 
The laying of underground cables and the connection to the National Grid will involve works 
within the existing highway and the crossing of highway structures, for which appropriate 
licences will be required. 
 
Whilst it is accepted that the frequency for access to the proposed sub-station will be limited, 
details of the intended form of access, including the construction and available visibility, will 
need to be approved, as a condition of any approval. 
 
Wiltshire Council Public Protection: No objection subject to conditions.  
 
Conditions should be imposed in relation to noise impact and contaminated land. 
 
Natural England: Objection. 
 
The site at its closest point is within 800m of the Cotswolds National Landscape (CNL).  NE 
advise that given the proximity to the CNL and the scale of the development the LVIA should 
consider viewpoints from within the CNL at all times of the year and impacts assessed and if 
necessary mitigated in line with NPPF para 176 ‘development within their setting should be 
sensitively located and designed to avoid or minimise adverse impacts on the designated 
areas’. 
 
Natural England notes the response dated (dated 1st October 2021) from the CNL identifying 
locations within the CNL that require further assessment.  The CNL team will have direct 
knowledge of the site and its relationship with and to the designated area and are well placed 
to advise on how the scheme would impact on the purpose of designation. We recommend 
that their advice is given appropriate weight in determining this planning application. 
 
The access track and substation are in close proximity to Maskelyne’s Copse which is ancient 
woodland. NE note there is a back up option for an access track and cabling route to the 
substation, Natural England advise this option would create less disturbance both during 
construction and post construction stages on Maskelyne’s Copse AW. 
 
Cotswold AONB: No objection.  
 
Our previous response dated 1 October 2021 raised a number of issues with the previous 
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) submitted by the applicant in support of the 
application.  We therefore welcome the submission of a new LVIA, dated 6 July 2022, and 
note the comments provided by the Council’s Landscape Officer dated 8 November 2022.  
Having considered the information submitted, the Board does not object to the application. 
 
In our previous response we requested that three locations were included in a revised visual 
assessment.  The new LVIA contains ‘photoviewpoint’ and ‘context view’ photographs situated 
in these broad locations which we understand were agreed with the Council’s Landscape 
Officer and which were taken in wintertime (December 2021).  These are welcomed and they 
show that clear views of the proposed solar farm from the National Landscape are not possible 



from these particular locations due to the intervening screening features of woodland, trees 
and vegetation and in some cases, local topography. 
 
On balance, we do not disagree with the new LVIA’s conclusion that the proposed 
development of the main solar farm site would result in a minor adverse (i.e. not significant) 
landscape effect on the setting on the AONB. Based upon the photographs in the LVIA we 
also consider it is unlikely that views from PROWs in the National Landscape would be 
impacted in any significant (in EIA terms) adverse manner as a result of the development. 
 
We also note the Council’s Landscape Officer’s recent recommendation to remove his 
previous objection subject to the preparation and submission of an effective and enforceable 
landscaping scheme that appropriately protects and enhances local landscape character and 
Green Infrastructure and would support this requirement. 
 
It is disappointing that the new LVIA does not appear to have responded to our 
recommendation that consideration should be given to glint or glare caused by the reflection 
of sunlight off the solar panels during daylight hours, despite this also being recommended in 
the Planning Practice Guidance referred to at paragraph 2.1.2 of the LVIA.  However, given 
the LVIA has demonstrated there to be limited intervisibility between the site and viewpoints 
within the National Landscape, we do not wish to raise an objection on this matter. 
 
The LVIA also does not respond to our recommendation to discuss the potential introduction 
of lit elements into the night-time landscape as a result of any lighting associated with the 
proposed development.  Therefore, and without prejudice, should the Council be minded to 
grant planning permission, we would request that appropriate pre-commencement planning 
conditions relating to any lighting are imposed in the interests of the conservation and 
enhancement of the dark skies of the National Landscape which are one of its ‘special 
qualities’. 
 
Wiltshire Council Landscape Officer: No objection subject to conditions. 
 
The application is now additionally supported by a completely new Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment (LVIA) prepared by ‘TIR Collaborative Ltd.’  I confirm that the applicant’s 
new appointed landscape consultant has positively engaged with the Council’s landscape 
officer to discuss the scope of the assessment and selected visual receptors and viewpoints 
for inclusion and detailed assessment within the study in accordance with the 
recommendations / best practice advice contained within the ‘Guidelines for Landscape & 
Visual Impact Assessment – Third Edition’ (GLVIA3). 
 
The new study better describes and incorporates an assessment of effects for the planned 
works to create the permanent grid connection site which was previously lacking, and also 
better considers the potential for resulting effects arising from the planned new development 
of the solar farm PV site upon the setting to the Cotswolds AONB. The new LVIA is also 
accompanied by consistently prepared plans and photographs within its supporting 
appendices. 
 
The accompanying Environmental Statement is clearly out of date following the applicant’s 
appointment of a new landscape consultant and preparation of a new LVIA.  The ES will need 
to be updated in the interests of proper planning for this EIA development proposal etc. 
 
I maintain previously raised concern regarding the poorly conceived alignment and layout of 
security fencing which will physically block existing green infrastructure corridors that run 
through the Solar PV site for larger wildlife species between woodlands along hedgerows and 
watercourses. 
 



I am surprised that the new LVIA has still not ultimately included any landscaping strategy to 
inform detailed landscaping proposals that would further help the new development fit as well 
as it could do into the receiving landscape. For example, landscaping proposals should clearly 
identify locations of strategic hedges that should be managed at certain heights to provide 
visual mitigation for some receptors and should identify hedgerows that would benefit from 
new standard hedgerow tree planting for the purpose of enhancing landscape character in line 
with requirements of WCS Core Policy 51 (Landscape) and Core Policy 52 (Green 
Infrastructure). 
 
Proposals might also include recommendations on proposed use of recessive earth tone 
colours for new containers and structures, design and layout of fencing, improving the age and 
species diversity and numbers of existing hedgerow trees within existing hedgerows or 
planting a new field hedge along the new access road (permanent grid connection site).to 
leave a positive landscape legacy from this planned 40year land use etc. 
 
Recommendation –  
 
Subject to the preparation and submission of an effective and enforceable landscaping 
scheme that appropriately protects and enhances local landscape character and Green 
Infrastructure, then I would remove my current landscape objection to this application. 
 
In my opinion detailed landscaping proposals and final detailed alignments of fencing could be 
secured by means of suitably worded planning condition/s if the applicant is either unable or 
unwilling to provide this information upfront. 
 
Wiltshire Council - Lead Local Flood Authority: Support subject to conditions. 
 
Main Solar Farm Site – 
 
The proposed drainage strategy for the ‘main’ site utilises the existing topography and natural 
drainage regime to ensure that any overland flows, although not increased compared to the 
existing situation, will be allowed to run-off overland towards the shallow valleys running 
through the site as shallow 'sheet flow' (whereupon flows will then likely either be conveyed 
away from the site by the ditches, or continue to flow south-westwards away from the site with 
the prevailing topography), as per the existing situation.  Assuming that grass cover will be 
retained across the site (with the exception of the proposed gravelled access tracking and 
construction compounds), this will therefore maintain, and likely improve, the existing 
hydrological regime, without resulting in any increased volume or intensity of run-off; alteration 
of catchment drainage patterns; or, unintentional creation of preferential flow paths.  On this 
basis, the proposed development is in fact considered to result in a favourable drainage 
response and therefore a specific engineered drainage strategy is not considered necessary 
to control the hydrological response of the site. 
 
Point of connection Site – 
 
The majority of the proposed 'point of connection' site will remain permeable / covered with 
permeable materials (most likely gravel), including the proposed access track to the 
compound.  Furthermore, given the limited number and relatively small scale of proposed 
structures, it is intended that surface water run-off from proposed impermeable areas (i.e. 
structures) within the compound area is to be allowed to run-off onto adjacent land.  Noting 
the geological and topographic conditions, the majority of such run-off is likely to preferentially 
infiltrate to ground, with any excess flows directed overland south-eastwards, as per the 
existing situation. Although the 'point of connection' site is concluded to be at generally low 
risk of flooding from all sources. 
 



Wiltshire Council Ecology – No objection subject to conditions. 
 
Initial objections raised due to lack of information.  Following the submission of further detail 
the objections have been removed, subject to conditions. 
 
The following information has been submitted and reviewed: 
 

 Outline Construction and Environmental Management Plan (Savills, February 2021). 

 Environmental Statement Volume 1: Chapter 6.0 Ecology and Nature Conservation 
Rev. 1 with highlights and additional information/text received on 07/11/2022. 

 Appendix 4.2A – Outline Landscape and Ecology Management Plan – 1098-LEMP-
RP-REV. 1 (GE Consulting October 2022). 

 Appendix 4.3 Great Crested Newt Survey Addendum Report -1098 – GCN – CB (GE 
Consulting October 2022). 

 Appendix 4.4: Bat Automated Detector Survey Addendum Report – 1098-BAT-RP (GE 
Consulting October 2022). 

 Appendix 4.5 Ecological Monitoring Strategy – 1098 -EMS-RP (GE Consulting, 
November 2022). 

 Ecological Technical Note – Five Lanes Solar Farm, Malmesbury (Richard Pash (GE 
Consulting), 01/11/22)). 

 Figure 1: Ecological Mitigation and Enhancement Plan. Rev. 1. Ref: 1098-EMEP-F1 
(GE Consulting, 23/03/2021). 

 Biodiversity Metric 2.0 spreadsheet (02/02/2021). 

 Tree Constraints Plan (Aspect Arboriculture, March 2023), 

 Arboricultural Technical Note (Aspect Arboriculture, March 2023), 

 Tree Schedule (Aspect Arboriculture, March 2023); 

 Tree Protection Plan (Aspect Arboriculture, March 2023) 
 
All outstanding issues have been resolved; therefore, I have no objection subject to conditions. 
 
Wiltshire Council Archaeology: No objection subject to conditions. 
 
Following a re-consultation on additional detail providing an archaeological evaluation report. 
Further survey work is required along with a methodology for protecting any identified 
archaeology, these can be captured through appropriately worded conditions. 
 
Initially pre-determination trial trench evaluations were required to be carried out to better 
inform the proposed schemes development. It is acknowledged that the applicant had chosen 
to move solar panels away from the most obvious archaeology features identified by the 
geophysics.  
 
Areas would need to be excluded from development should be set out in an Archaeological 
Management Plan (AMP) that establishes a methodology for protecting them prior to and 
during the developmental and operational phases of the solar farm. 
 

8. Publicity 
 
The application was advertised initially by way of a site notice and neighbour notification 
letters.  An advert was also placed in the press for the application.  There have been a series 
of amendments to the application which have been publicised and consulted on. 
 
At the time of drafting the report there have been approximately 8 letters objecting/commenting 
from third parties and an objection from CPRE; it should be noted that there is some repeat 



correspondence.  The following is a summary of the points raised by members of the public / 
third parties: -  
 
Object 

 Accumulation of solar farms puts Wiltshire second highest in the country 

 Cumulative impacts with other solar farms within a 4km radius, such a small area 

 Changing the local landscape leading to the degradation of the environmental amenity 

 Insufficient detail relating to battery storage 

 Safety issues associated with lithium batteries 

 Question life span of solar panels for 40 years, more like 25 years and then to landfill 

 Loss of agricultural land (grade 3a) from food production 

 Impact on heritage, area defined by ancient town and abbey of Malmesbury within 5km 
of the site 

 Highlights proximity of A429 but downplays extent of spread of development. 

 Questionable community engagement / web page no longer available 

 No proper community consultation 

 Lack of response is due to issues associated with pandemic 

 Application insufficiently advertised 

 Other solar projects in the area have excited far more reaction 

 Location of grid connection calls into question suitability of the site 

 Issues with road closures to put in underground line to connection 

 Transmission losses along length of cabling 

 Community benefit not generous 
 
Comments 
 

 Overlook sites northern boundary, good knowledge of the local area 

 Solar technology key to creating green energy for country 

 Needs to be carefully balanced to ensure preservation of rural character 

 Landscape and ecological enhancement 

 Could be one the best solar developments through further enhancements to landscape 
and ecology 

 Ecological and environmental benefits of linking to existing woodland habitats 

 Habitat creation a win / win, with net gain in biodiversity significant 

 What is the form, scale and height of the battery unit accommodation 
 
The CPRE objection is as follows –  
 
Object strongly to this speculative scheme to generate and warehouse electricity at the 
expense of further degradation of north-west Wiltshire's rural character. 
 
The proposed change of land use for the generation of electricity does not detract from the 
environmental harm of creating manufacturing and warehousing.  The scheme would be for 
substantial development, notably arrays of ground-based solar panels and concrete-based 
steel containers with associated transformers, surrounded by security fencing and CCTV 
equipment – features that would be incongruously different from the present land-cover of the 
site.  The proposal for the site would alter the existing land surface and the current rural visual 
qualities of that land for at least 40 years; the alteration to the Grid-Connection Yard would be 
permanent. 
 
The proposal would not be hidden by naturally occurring features such as hedgerows, 
topography of the land etc. To hide the scheme, boundary features will be encouraged to grow 
out, this is considered an inadequate strategy that would take time to develop, be of varying 



seasonal effectiveness, and be overtopped by some of the proposed equipment. The grid 
connection is might be small but is industrial and tall. The compound would contain associated 
paraphernalia on which insufficient information has been provided. Two additional pylons 
would be created outside of the compound to replace an existing one. 
 
Cumulative impact with other solar installations within the area will have a combined 
industrialised impact, this proposal should be rejected. 
 
Planning Practice Guidance emphasises that the need for renewable energy generation does 
not automatically override environmental protections.  And the cumulative impact needs to be 
carefully considered in relation to impacts on the amenity and landscape of an area. 
 
The cumulative impact can be a 'sequential', accumulated as an observer moves about in an 
area, and sees the same or different developments.  The proposed Five Lanes array would 
have unacceptable impacts as a standalone area of transformed land-cover and it would also 
cause sequential effects.  The proposal would contribute to a growing sense of 
industrialisation.  Whilst the field shapes and sizes may remain, the swathes of solar panels 
would negatively transform the character of the area. 
 
A proposed mitigation scheme in itself admits the impacts would be harmful.  In an effort to 
mitigate the incongruity of the array fencing and the visual blockage caused by the sprawl of 
industrial equipment within it, new green planting would be introduced, and gaps in the existing 
hedges would be infilled.  In time the planting may hide the development but the creation of 
boundary screens will make the blockage to local views denser.  Human receptors' experience 
of the site would cease to be of "part of a continuous pastoral and agricultural landscape 
(8.14.15)": in its place they would see a stock-fenced enclosure, largely filled with man-made 
manufacturing equipment, more akin to an industrial estate than a farmland setting.  This is 
not a remote location. 
 
The negative impact through the provision of alien artificial structures within the countryside 
far exceeds the positive outcome from the mitigation.     
 
Site lies in open countryside where development should be avoided, no justification for this 
development here. No evidence to support consideration for alternative sites, increased 
employment opportunities or community benefits. Benefits are solely the provision of low-
carbon electricity. It is considered that the planning balance in north-west Wiltshire has been 
unreasonably skewed in favour of development without adequate justification in at least ten 
planning decisions on schemes for generating and/or warehousing electricity.  We are anxious 
not to see that happen again. In this case, the interests of the local landscape and environment 
should prevail. 
 
9. Planning Considerations 

 
9.1 Principle of Development 
 
The NPPF advocates the primacy of the development plan and, first and foremost, decisions 
must be made in accordance with the development plan, unless material considerations 
indicate otherwise (Section 70(2) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and section 
38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004).  Any other material considerations 
must be given weight on the planning balance.  
 
Turning to the development plan (the WCS), the site lies within countryside and Core Policy 
42 of the WCS supports the development of ‘standalone renewable energy installations’, 
subject to the identified criteria.  In particular, proposals must demonstrate how impacts on the 
following factors are satisfactorily addressed, including any cumulative effects: 



 
i. The landscape, particularly in and around AONBs 
ii. The Western Wiltshire Green Belt 
iii. The New Forest National Park 
iv. Biodiversity 
v. The historic environment including the Stonehenge and Avebury World Heritage Site 

and its setting 
vi. Use of the local transport network 
vii. Residential amenity, including noise, odour, visual amenity and safety 
viii. Best and most versatile agricultural land 
 
Applicants will not be required to justify the overall need for renewable energy development, 
either in a national or local context. 
 
The site does not lie within or anywhere near to the Western Wiltshire Green Belt, New Forest 
National Park, or the Stonehenge and Avebury World Heritage Site.  As such, it is considered 
that points i. iv, v, vi, vii and viii are only relevant and require consideration, and accordingly 
are addressed in this report.  The principle of standalone renewable energy is accepted 
provided the relevant criteria are met. 
 
The provision of standalone renewable energy installations is supported by the NPPF.  
Notably, paragraph 152 of the NPPF states that the planning system should support the 
transition to a low carbon future in a changing climate; it should help to shape places in ways 
that contribute to radical reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, minimise vulnerability and 
improve resilience and support renewable and low carbon energy and associated 
infrastructure. 
 
Locally, Wiltshire Council has made a firm commitment to becoming a carbon neutral council 
by 2030 and the Council's adopted ECO (Energy, Change and Opportunity) Strategy sets out 
a clear commitment to increase the uptake of renewable energy.  Action to tackle climate 
change through energy efficiency and renewable energy generation are intrinsic to how 
Wiltshire Council wants to develop. 
 
Paragraph 158 of the NPPF states –  
 
When determining planning applications for renewable and low carbon development, local 
planning authorities should: 
 
a) Not require applicants to demonstrate the overall need for renewable or low carbon energy, 
and recognise that even small-scale projects provide a valuable contribution to cutting 
greenhouse gas emissions; and 
 
b) Approve the application if its impacts are (or can be made) acceptable.  Once suitable areas 
for renewable and low carbon energy have been identified in plans, local planning authorities 
should expect subsequent applications for commercial scale projects outside these areas to 
demonstrate that the proposed location meets the criteria used in identifying suitable areas. 
 
The Government's Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) states: 
 
Increasing the amount of energy from renewable and low carbon technologies will help to 
make sure the UK has a secure energy supply, reduce greenhouse gas emissions to slow 
down climate change and stimulate investment in new jobs and businesses.  Planning has an 
important role in the delivery of new renewable and low carbon energy infrastructure in 
locations where the local environmental impact is acceptable [Paragraph: 001 Reference ID: 
5-001-20140306]. 



 
Accordingly, it is clear that the provision of renewable and low carbon energy development is 
supported in principle by the Government at national level and at a local level by the relevant 
Core Policy (CP42) of the Wiltshire Core Strategy. 
 
9.2  Landscape and Visual Impact 
 
Core Policy 57 (‘Ensuring High Quality Design and Place Shaping’) of the WCS sets out the 
requirement for good design.  Core Policy 51 (‘Landscape’) of the Wiltshire Core Strategy 
states that development should protect, conserve and where possible enhance landscape 
character and must not have a harmful impact upon landscape character.  The policy requires 
applications to demonstrate how development proposals conserve and where possible 
enhance landscape character through sensitive design, landscape mitigation and 
enhancement measures. 
 
The main solar farm element of the proposal would be located on agricultural lowland, 
comprising several medium sized irregular shaped arable and permanent pasture fields.  The 
central and east part of the site is mainly flat, with the land in the north-west very gently rising 
to the north-west boundary.  The land gently slopes down to the south and south-west 
boundaries.  The shape and boundary of the main solar farm site is defined by the agricultural 
fields and hedgerow boundaries, interspersed with individual trees, and it is surrounded on all 
sides by large and medium arable fields.  To the north-east of the site there is a small 
watercourse and adjacent are blocks of conifer and mixed woodland plantations, a defined 
feature within this location.  
 

 
 

Site outlined in yellow – shows field pattern & proximity to the Cotswold AONB 

 
The site for the proposed grid connection is situated on top of a rounded hill with adjoining 
woodland arching around along the western boundary.  The site is a small part of a medium 
sized irregular shaped pasture field that has been merged with other small fields.  The site 
contains a pylon with another parallel pylon to the north and overhead cables connecting to 
nearby pylons to the north and south.  To the east of the site, on the lower slopes, the 



landscape is characterised by smaller sized pasture fields with strong field boundaries defined 
by hedgerows and individual trees. 
 

 
 

Site outlined in yellow – shows point of grid connection 

 
AONB impact – 
 
Natural England raises concerns over potential adverse visual impacts from viewpoints from 
within the Cotswold National Landscape (CNL) and on Maskelyne Copse.  Potential harm 
arising from visual impacts is also raised by the CPRE and some third parties.   
 
The Council’s Landscape expert initially raised similar concerns, and as a consequence further 
assessment through a revised LVIA has been provided.  Following further consultation on the 
revised LVIA, both the Cotswold AONB and Council’s Landscape Officer have removed their 
initial objections, subject to conditions. 
 
As part of the revised LVIA further viewpoints are assessed, and it is based on these that the 
Landscape Officer concludes that the proposed development of the main solar farm site would 
have only a minor adverse (i.e. not significant) landscape effect on the setting of the AONB.  
The LVIA shows that clear views of the proposed solar farm from the nationally designated 
landscape would not be possible from these particular locations due to the intervening 
screening features of woodland, trees and vegetation and in some cases, local topography.  
Views from PROWs in the national landscape would not be adversely affected. 
 
More general landscape impact – 
 
In more local landscape character terms, the sites are within countryside which has been 
defined by agriculture; there is field after field, divided and bounded by established hedging, 
trees/woodland and drainage ditches.  The introduction of the solar farm to part of this 
landscape would see a relatively localised change to the ‘base’, although with the established 
field patterns and the intervening boundaries largely retained.  The overall rurality of the 
countryside in terms of its peacefulness and general tranquillity would not change – it would 
continue to be an attractive and isolated place in this sense, albeit accommodating the solar 
farm.   



 
Cumulative impacts on visual amenity are where combined visibility occurs where the observer 
is able to see two or more developments from one viewpoint.  Assessments are required to 
consider the combined effect of all solar farms and any other form of major development which 
are (or would be) visible from relevant viewpoints.  There are other solar farms within the wider 
area; however, when travelling through the wider area, and when viewing this site from further 
afield, there are no other solar farms in view.  
 
It is recognised that these types of development are very much low level, and within this 
landscape with the degree of separation and intervening features between the sites and other 
land beyond, they are not experienced as a whole.  On this basis it is considered that there is 
not a significant cumulative landscape effect. 
 
Landscape and visual impact conclusions – 
 
The proposal is to retain much of the existing hedgerows and trees across the sites and 
improve existing boundaries with additional ‘native hedgerow’ planting, interspersed with trees 
where necessary.  The details of this would be secured through condition.  The application site 
does not lie within a protected landscape, and it is considered that the proposal would not 
affect the setting of a protected landscape.  The proposal retains much of the existing field 
pattern and boundary hedges and it proposes to reinforce these with new and supplementary 
planting. 
 
Core Policy 42 states that proposals for standalone renewable energy schemes will be 
supported subject to satisfactory resolution of all site specific constraints, of which landscape 
impact is one.  Core Policy 51 requires all new development proposals to conserve Wiltshire’s 
landscape character and provide sufficient mitigation where necessary to combat any negative 
effects.  It is considered that through appropriate landscaping visual impacts would be 
appropriately mitigated as far as possible and there would be no unacceptable impact on wider 
landscape character.  It is, therefore, considered that the scheme complies with the relevant 
landscape policies.  
 
The conditions recommended by the Landscape Officer are considered necessary and meet 
the relevant tests.  On the basis of the localised (and ultimately reversible) visual impact it 
considered that there can be no reasonable objection on landscape impact grounds, subject 
to the conditions. 
 
9.3  Heritage Impact 
 
In determining this application, the Council has a statutory duty under section 66 of the 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 to have special regard to the 
desirability of preserving listed buildings and their setting or any features of special 
architectural or historic interest which they possess. Some third-party concerns have been 
raised in relation to the potential for impacts on heritage assets within the area. 
 
There are identified heritage assets within the general area, notably Grade II Listed Buildings 
– Bishoper Farmhouse approximately 514m to the north-east and the walled garden at 
Charlton Park approximately 233m to the south-east of the site.  However, in view of the 
separation of these assets from the site and in view of their contained settings, there would  
no adverse impacts.  Comments received from the Conservation Officer do not raise an 
objection subject to removal of the solar farm at the end of its life.  In terms of the NPPF, the 
proposals would have a neutral impact on heritage assets, and consequently there is no 
necessity to balance ‘harm’ against public benefit. 
 



With regard to the recommended condition, it is standard for a decommissioning condition to 
be imposed to require removal of a solar farm following its temporary consent.  Such a 
condition is reasonable and necessary to make the development acceptable in planning terms 
and in order to comply with both local and national policy. 
 
It is therefore considered that the proposal complies with CP58 of the WCS and relevant 
paragraphs of the Framework, and that the requirements of Section 66 of the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 have been addressed.  
 
9.4  Archaeology  
 
An initial holding objection was raised by the County Archaeologist (CA) in view of the potential 
for archaeology to be affected.  The CA considered that there was insufficient information with 
the application.  In view of this, further details and amendments to the layout have been 
provided which have enabled the CA to remove the objection, subject to conditions relating to 
protection of the identified archaeology.  The amendments include moving elements of the 
development away from archaeological features identified by geophysical surveys. 
 
9.5  Drainage 
 
CP67 of the WCS states that all new development will include measures to reduce the rate of 
rainwater run-off and improve rainwater infiltration to soil and ground (SUDs) unless site or 
environmental conditions make these measures unsuitable. 
 
Comments received from the Council’s Land Drainage Officer raise no objections to the 
proposed scheme and recognise that the proposed drainage strategy for the ‘main’ site utilises 
the existing topography and natural drainage regime to ensure that any overland flows, 
although not increased compared to the existing situation, would be allowed to run-off overland 
towards the shallow valleys running through the site as shallow 'sheet flow'.  Flows would then 
likely either be conveyed away from the site by the ditches or continue to flow south-westwards 
away from the site with the prevailing topography, as per the existing situation.  
 
The maintained grass cover that would be retained across the site, with the exception of the 
proposed gravelled access tracking and construction compounds, would therefore maintain, 
and likely improve, the existing hydrological regime, without resulting in any increased volume 
or intensity of run-off; alteration of catchment drainage patterns; or, unintentional creation of 
preferential flow paths.  On this basis, the proposed development is in fact considered to result 
in a favourable drainage response, and therefore a specific engineered drainage strategy is 
not considered necessary to control the hydrological response of the site.  Similarly, the ground 
at the point of connection to the grid would remain permeable with any surface water run-off 
likely to fall with the topography of the land, as presently. 
 
The proposal, therefore, accords with the requirements of paragraph 167 of the NPPF - that 
is, that it would not lead to increased flood risks elsewhere – and with Core Policy 67 of the 
WCS. 
 
9.6  Ecological Impact  
 
In carrying out its statutory function, the local planning authority must have sufficient 
information to judge whether the proposal would be likely to result in any adverse impact to 
protected habitats or species, in line with the NPPF and with CP50 WCS (2015).  Core Policy 
CP50 sets out how development must take into consideration the importance of ecological 
features and species in an area, how they can be maintained, and - where it is deemed 
necessary to alter a feature - appropriate mitigation.  Core Policy 50 also requires all 
development to demonstrate no net loss of biodiversity and for major applications such as this 



the expectation is that development will deliver a net gain.  The NPPF also encourages 
applications to deliver measurable net gains (para 175d) and the government has signalled its 
intention to bring forward legislation to require development to deliver 10% net biodiversity 
gain. 
 
Some objections to the application raise concerns that there would be degradation to the 
environment as a consequence of the proposal; other comments contradict this, seeing the 
proposal as enhancing the landscape and ecological interests of the site and wider 
environment. 
 
Natural England does not object to the planning application in relation to protected species, 
but raises concerns/objections in relation to impacts on viewpoints from/to the CNL and the 
potential for disturbance to root systems (Maskelynes Copse) at the grid connection.  However, 
additional information from the applicant has satisfied the Council’s Ecologist and Landscape 
Officer that there are no sustainable landscape or ecology reasons to refuse planning 
permission. 
 
Notably, an acceptable level of baseline survey work for protected species has been carried 
out.  And the construction of the sub-station and access track would avoid impacting on root 
protection areas associated with the adjacent woodland.  The PV layout retains the majority of 
hedges and mature and veteran trees and provides buffers along features recognised as of 
value to biodiversity.  Measures to mitigate impacts on biodiversity and provide enhancements 
are identified: these include habitat creation and enhancement of grassland.  Such measures 
are considered acceptable and welcomed.  Subject to condition, the ecologist is satisfied that 
in combination, these measures would ensure that the site retains the functionality of its 
habitats for wildlife and would result in no net loss in biodiversity.  The conditions are 
considered reasonable and necessary to make the development acceptable in planning terms 
and in order to comply with both Local and National Policy. 
 
The scheme would result in biodiversity net gain in habitat and hedgerow units, surpassing the 
Government’s 10% net gain targets.  It is considered that subject to conditions, the proposed 
development can be carried out without having an adverse impact on protected species or 
their habitats.  The proposal would also introduce green infrastructure and habitat creation 
which are considered to represent an ecological enhancement.  It is considered that the 
proposed development accords with Core Strategy Policy 50 and requirements in Section 15 
of the NPPF. 
 
9.7  Agricultural Land  
 
According to the NPPF, where significant development of agricultural land is demonstrated to 
be necessary, local planning authorities should seek to use areas of poorer quality land in 
preference to that of higher quality.  For planning applications, specific consultations with 
Natural England are required under the Development Management Procedure Order in 
relation to best and most versatile (BMV) agricultural land.  These are for non-agricultural 
proposals that are not consistent with an adopted local plan and involve the loss of 20 hectares 
or more of BMV.  Whilst the application site does not fall within either of the above criteria, 
Natural England (NE) has been consulted anyway as it is EIA development.  NE has not 
commented on the agricultural land matter. 
 
The proposed development is supported by Core Policy 42, which states that standalone 
renewable installations, amongst other criteria, shall demonstrate how impacts on (viii.) “best 
and most versatile agricultural land” have been satisfactorily assessed. 
 
Some objections to the application raise concerns at the loss of agricultural land from food 
production. 



 
The Council’s mapping system indicates that the site is Grade 3 land.  A detailed agricultural 
land classification report has been prepared in support of the application and clarifies that the 
site is predominantly classified as grade 3b/4 (accounting for 88% of the area) and Grade 3a  
(accounting for 10% of the area); the remaining 2% is ‘other land’.  Soil samples were taken 
across the site (ref. “Map of soil sampling points” below) – 
 
 

 
 

Map of soil sampling points 

 
 
The extent of the agricultural land Grade is shown on the following Agricultural Land 
Classification map. 
 
 



 
 

Plan demonstrating grades of land 

 
 
The NPPF defines the best and most versatile (BMV) agricultural land as land in grades 1, 2 
and 3a of the Agricultural Land Classification; as such, some of the site is BMV.   
 
Core Policy 42 criteria (viii) requires the impact on BMV to be taken into account.  The area of 
Grade 3a land is relatively small (at 6.2 ha), and it is surrounded by lower grade land.  As 
referenced above, 6.2 ha of grade 3a land falls below the 20 ha that Natural England would 
be potentially concerned by.  Natural England has been consulted on the application and has 
not commented on the loss of agricultural land. 
 
It is acknowledged that the total area of the site is 63.1 hectares; however, the siting of the 
solar panels does not cover every square metre of the land, and it is relevant that the land can 
still play a part in both agricultural and environmental terms.  Animal grazing can theoretically 
still take place across the site below the proposed panels, and wildlife meadows created 
elsewhere.  There are areas of the site that will remain untouched due to the presence of 
archaeology and there are also recognised areas of new landscaping and planting (including 
for biodiversity net gain). 
 
Overall, the proposal would not result in significant loss of agricultural land and where it is 
temporarily lost for the life of the solar farm, the land is mainly of lower grade anyway; there 
is, therefore, not considered to be conflict with Local Plan policy.  The temporary loss of 
agricultural land is not contrary to the policies as set out within the development plan and the 
framework, and the benefits through the provision of a solar farm generating renewable energy 
in this location are considered to outweigh the loss in any event.  As such, the effect on and 
potential loss of agricultural land affords neutral weight in the planning balance. 
 
 



9.8   Amenity of the area 
 
Core Policy 57 of the WCS (2015) aims to ensure that proposed development would not have 
a detrimental impact to the amenity of adjoining buildings and uses.  Core Policy 42 states the 
proposals for standalone renewable energy schemes will be supported subject to satisfactory 
resolution of all site specific constraints, including (vii.) “residential amenity, including noise, 
odour, visual amenity and safety”. 
 
Concerns raised include safety of battery storage units and lithium batteries and the disposal 
of panels. 
 
Comments received from the Council Public Protection Team confirm that they reviewed the 
application.  They do not raise any objections in relation to glint and glare.  They recommend 
the imposition of conditions in the interests of amenity.  It is during the construction phase that 
noise issues could arise and this would be limited by condition to work day hours and only for 
a limited time during the construction phase.  A condition is also recommended relating to land 
contamination investigation.  Overall, it is not considered that the proposal would give rise to 
adverse impacts on the reasonable living conditions of the occupiers of neighbouring 
owners/occupiers during the construction stage. 
 
The proposed scheme is for the installation of solar panels with associated equipment, cabins, 
fencing etc..  The nearest property is Griffins Barn Farm at approx. 180m away with all other 
properties in excess of this distance.  The site is generally surrounded by countryside so the 
proposal would not have a detrimental impact on the amenity of any nearby residential 
properties. 
 
There should not be any overlooking or loss of privacy through the proposed security cameras 
that would be installed at the site entrance and at intervals around the perimeter.  These would 
be kept to a minimum but are necessary to deter intruders, theft and vandalism.  Predominantly 
these would be viewing along the boundaries to monitor persons trying to gain unauthorised 
entry and so would not be directed at any nearby neighbouring properties where they would 
serve little purpose.  Bearing in mind the difference in levels, the topography of the land and 
the intervening boundary features (existing and proposed) and distance between the site and 
nearest properties, it is considered that there would be no significant impact on the amenity of 
the occupiers of any property. 
 
BRE guidance states that: “Glint may be produced as a direct reflection of the sun in the 
surface of the solar PV panel. It may be the source of the visual issues regarding viewer 
distraction. Glare is a continuous source of brightness, relative to diffused lighting. This is not 
a direct reflection of the sun, but rather a reflection of the bright sky around the sun. Glare is 
significantly less intense than glint.”  It adds that solar PV panels are designed to absorb, not 
reflect, irradiation.  
 
As detailed in the submitted Solar Photovoltaic Glint and Glare Study (Feb 2021), no significant 
impact upon road users is expected; no mitigation is required for road users.  A low impact is 
predicted at one dwelling with no mitigation recommended.  Considering bare earth conditions, 
the solar reflection would last for approximately 15 minutes per day for approximately 4 months 
per year.  The available imagery has identified existing screening at the dwelling location.  
Furthermore, views are only deemed possible from upper storey west facing windows.  These 
present mitigating factors. The resulting impact significance is deemed to be ‘moderate’ 
however it is reduced to ‘low’ considering theses mitigating factors.  This is because the 
existing screening would likely reduce the time period of any solar reflection and there would 
be limited visibility of the solar reflection from within the dwelling.  No mitigation is required or 
recommended in this instance. 
 



The potential for impact on residents from construction traffic movements is acknowledged, 
during the construction phase there would be an increase in traffic.  However, during the 
operational phase of the site, such movements would be low and would have no adverse 
impact on residents around the site.  Whilst issues pertaining to conflict between construction 
traffic and local residents and other users of the area would be heightened during the period 
of construction, this would be a relatively short period of time. 
 
The risk of pollution from fire, contamination etc are acknowledged; however, any large-scale 
battery installations in the UK must comply with stringent health and safety regulations, both 
during installation and operation.  It is proposed that the batteries are securely housed in 
shipping containers, with appropriate safety measures including cooling systems to ensure 
they operate at safe temperatures.  Fire detection and suppression systems, and continuous 
external monitoring would be included.   
 
Underlying all these matters is the fact that other regimes operate in this field to regulate the 
safe operation of such installations.  National policy is clear that the focus of planning decisions 
should be on whether a proposal is an acceptable use of land, rather than the control of 
processes where these are subject to separate regimes.  Planning decisions should assume 
that these regimes will operate effectively.  For the above reasons there is nothing in relation 
to the safety of the installation which should weigh against the proposal on the planning 
balance. 
 
The Council’s Public Protection team raise no objection to the development subject to 
conditions relating to noise and land contamination.  These requirements are reasonable and 
necessary to make the development acceptable in planning terms.  It is considered that the 
proposed development complies with the criteria of Core Polices 57 and 42 of the WCS and 
that any limited impacts would not be so significant as to justify a reason for refusal in this 
instance.  The significant benefits of providing a solar farm that can generate renewable energy 
for in excess of 15,000 dwellings per year is considered to outweigh any limited harm on the 
amenity of the area. 
 
9.9  Highways 
 
Core Policy 42 states the proposals for standalone renewable energy schemes will be 
supported subject to satisfactory resolution of all site specific constraints, including (vi.) use of 
the local transport network.  Core Policy 60 Sustainable Transport supports the premise for 
development within sustainable locations and this will be achieved through assessing and, 
where necessary, mitigating the impact of developments on transport users, local communities 
and the environment.  Core Policy 61 Transport and new development, amongst other criteria 
aims to ensure that the proposal is capable of being served by safe access to the highway 
network.  Core Policy 62 clarifies that development provide appropriate mitigating measures 
to offset any adverse impacts on the transport network at both the construction and operational 
stages. 
 
The NPPF states that “Development should only be prevented or refused on highways grounds 
if there would be an unacceptable impact on highway safety, or the residual cumulative 
impacts on the road network would be severe.” 
 
Concerns have been raised that the proposal would result in an impact on highways through 
road closures, for example during the course of laying the cable.  These concerns are 
acknowledged.  The laying of underground cables and the connection to the National Grid 
would involve works within the existing highway and the crossing of highway structures, for 
which appropriate licences would be required.  However, this would be only for a temporary 
period of time during the construction phase. 
 



 

 
 

Construction traffic route 

 
It is proposed that all traffic to the site would be routed from the south, via the M4 and extending 
northbound on the A429, ref. construction traffic route plan above.  The proposed routing of 
construction traffic would utilise the existing strategic lorry routes via the A429.  The 
construction of the proposed solar farm is stated to be carried out within a period of four 
months. 
 

 
 

Aerial photo of existing agricultural access 

 
The responses from the highway officer raise no objection to the proposal.  It is recognised 
that the TS and the Planning, Design & Access Statement (PDAS) indicate the proposed 



means of access to serve the site, both during construction and for the subsequent operational 
stages, to be via an existing agricultural access point / field gate off the A429 Crudwell Road 
(ref. aerial photo above).  
 

 
 

Proposed access dimensions 

 
The proposed improvements to the access are as shown within the ‘proposed access 
dimensions’ plan above.  The proposed access will allow for vehicles to enter and exit the site 
safely in a forward gear and will have visibility splays provided for it (ref. Proposed access – 
visibility splays plan below) of 215 m in either direction pursuant to highways requirements for 
the speed of road at this point. 
 

 
 

Proposed access – visibility splays 



 
The access to the grid connection infrastructure would be via an existing farm track to the west 
of Oaksey Road.  Whilst it is accepted that the frequency for access to the proposed sub-
station would be limited, details of the intended form of access, including the construction and 
available visibility, will need to be approved, as a condition of any approval. 
 
The applicant has based the anticipated traffic generation, during the construction phase, on 
experience of other solar farms detailing the highest intensity of deliveries take place over a 
six-week period which involves the preparation of the site, installing the temporary access 
polyethylene matting, erection of security fencing, assembly and erection of the PV strings, 
installation of the inverters/transformers and grid connection. 
 
The working hours are suggested as being Monday to Friday 07:00-19:00, requiring a 
maximum of up to 40 construction workers during peak times.   A construction compound 
would be provided to accommodate storage, parking for contractors and turning for HGVs. 
 
In order to reduce the number of contractor vehicle movements, it is envisaged that some non-
local workforce would stay in accommodation locally and then be transported to site by 
minibuses.  The construction period would require the delivery of materials and equipment by 
HGV (maximum 16.5m long articulated vehicles), and the anticipated number of vehicles over 
a 6 week period has been set out as 241 deliveries (482 two-way movements), which equates 
to around eight deliveries (16 movements) per day, of which 115 (230 two-way movements) 
would be made by 16.6 m articulated vehicles. 
 
The conditions identified by the highway officer are considered reasonable and necessary, 
and it is therefore recommended that they are imposed on any permission given.  With such 
conditions in place, it can be concluded that there would be no detrimental impacts to the 
highway network or to highway safety in general.  
 
Given that it has been demonstrated that vehicle movements to and from the site by 
construction traffic can be appropriately managed, and the transport assessment has set out 
a clear indication of the numbers of construction and delivery vehicles required to facilitate the 
development, it is considered that the impacts of the construction of the development would 
not result in a severe impact. 
 
In light of the above, it is considered that the proposal would not have an adverse impact on 
highway safety and that it would accord with Core Policies 42, 60, 61 and 62 of the Wiltshire 
Core Strategy. 
 
10. Conclusion (The Planning Balance) 
 
The proposed development is for the installation of a renewable led energy scheme comprising 
ground mounted photovoltaic solar arrays and battery-based electricity storage containers and 
ancillary infrastructure.  It is considered that the proposed development is sustainable 
development that will make a significant contribution to the supply of renewable energy helping 
to reduce carbon emissions required to meet the Climate Change Act 2050 net zero target and 
Wiltshire’s own commitment to being carbon neutral by 2030.  The government’s energy 
security strategy, published in April, contained various measures to deal with the UK’s energy 
crisis and achieve its net-zero targets, including a pledge to ramp up solar power capacity from 
14 gigawatts (GW) to 70GW by 2035.  To place in perspective, 49.9MW is equivalent to 
0.0499GW. 
 
Comments relating to providing community benefits through the proposed scheme are 
acknowledged.  However, such contributions cannot be captured within the decision making 



process of this planning application and no real weight can be afforded to this potential 
community benefit or lack of. 
 
The submitted Transport Assessment clarifies that it is expected that there would be a 
maximum of around eight large vehicles per day accessing the site (i.e. eight arrivals and eight 
departures) over the six-week period when deliveries would occur.  There would also be 
construction workers arriving at the site first thing in the morning and departing in the evening, 
although the numbers involved are forecast to be relatively low on a day-to-day basis.  The 
level of traffic during the temporary construction phase is not considered to be material and it 
is considered that this would not have an impact on the safety or operation of the local highway 
network. The swept path analysis undertaken has demonstrated that the proposed 
arrangement is suitable and all turning, access, egress and parking manoeuvres can be 
performed safely. 
 
It is acknowledged that during the construction period there could be some conflict between 
the existing residents / users of the local highways and the proposed construction traffic. 
However, such disruptions would be only for a relatively short period of time and there would 
be measures in place to minimise the degree of impact and inconvenience.  With conditions 
in place, it can be concluded that there would be no detrimental impacts to the highway network 
or to highway safety in general.  
 
It is recognised that the greater impact on the amenity of the area would occur during the 
construction phase, for example through likely noise and increase in traffic impacts.  In the 
long-term the potential for impact from glint and glare is considered negligible, requiring no 
mitigation. 
 
It is considered that the proposed development can be undertaken without having an adverse 
impact on protected species or their habitat.  The proposed scheme includes the introduction 
of green infrastructure and habitat creation and conclusions reached include an ecological 
enhancement through biodiversity net gain. 
 
Subject to condition, the ecologist is satisfied that in combination, the measures proposed 
would ensure that the site retains the functionality of its habitats for wildlife.  It is considered 
that the acknowledged benefit of the additional planting, which would remain after the end of 
the limited period, should be accorded significant weight and accordingly the unchallenged 
Biodiversity Net Gain is a further substantial benefit that is accorded weight in this scheme. 
 
It is considered that the proposal would not result in a harmful loss of agricultural land and that 
it would not conflict with Local Plan policy.  The temporary loss of grade 3a, 3b and 4 
agricultural land is not contrary to the policies as set out within the development plan and the 
framework and the benefits through the provision of a solar farm generating renewable energy 
in this location are considered to outweigh the temporary loss of this agricultural land.  As 
such, the effect on and potential loss of agricultural land affords neutral weight in the planning 
balance. 
 
Independent resources confirm that ground-mounted solar panels currently cover just 0.1% of 
all land in the UK.  Further, even with government plans to significantly scale up solar in line 
with its net-zero target, it is expected to bring this up to just 0.3% of the UK land area.  This is 
the equivalent to around 0.5% of the land currently used for farming and roughly half of the 
space taken up by golf courses. 
 
The greatest visual changes arising from the proposed development would be localised, 
registered by the nearest receptors along the A4239.  However, it is agreed with the LVIA 
findings that no significant major adverse landscape or visual effects are likely to result from 



this development proposal apart from the obvious temporary change to the character and land 
use of the site itself resulting from the corresponding temporary loss of green field countryside. 
Whilst impacts on the landscape are acknowledged, which is unsurprising given that national 
and local policy recognise that large scale solar farms may result in some landscape and visual 
harm, the conclusions reached are that the impacts would not be significant.  The topography 
of the land, existing screening and landscape mitigation lead to very limited and highly 
localised landscape and visual effects, and these would be progressively mitigated by 
additional planting.  These factors lead to the conclusion that the proposal would not conflict 
with local or national policy. 
 
Further archaeological investigation would be required and this can be controlled through 
condition. The scheme is for a temporary change, albeit for 40 years, and it is intended that in 
the future the land would be restored through the decommissioning process.  The proposed 
development would also provide local employment in the form of construction jobs and 
contribute to the economy which is afforded moderate weight as a benefit of the scheme. 
 
At its core, planning is about comparing the benefits of a proposed development with the harm 
it would cause.  Very rarely are developments entirely without harm, or entirely without benefit. 
The role of the planner is to identify the benefits, identify harms and weigh them all up to arrive 
at a decision.  The more important an impact, the more weight it is given in the overall planning 
balance. 
 
It is considered that the principle of the proposed development is in accordance with current 
national and local planning policies, which are supportive of renewable energy schemes.  The 
proposal is a large scheme that would provide a valuable contribution towards cutting 
greenhouse gas emissions.   This attracts considerable weight in the overall planning balance, 
along with other benefits such as the ecological enhancements and biodiversity net gain that 
would be secured by the development, and associated local economic benefits associated 
with the construction phase. 
 
Once the appropriate policies in the development plan have been identified along with any 
relevant material considerations, it is time to reach a decision.  That is done by deciding what 
weight should be afforded to each of those issues, and seeing where the overall balance lies. 
The National Planning Policy Framework provides some guidance on what weight should be 
given to different factors.  In some cases it even goes so far as to suggest the exact weight 
those factors are given in the decision making process.  For example, it explains that any harm 
to the Green Belt should be given “substantial weight”.  However, the judgement of the decision 
maker is very important.  It is a fundamental principle of the planning system that the weight 
to be afforded each issue is solely a matter for the decision maker.  Their task is simply to 
consider all the relevant factors in reaching that decision. 
 
That means it is perfectly possible for different people to reach different conclusions regarding 
the same development proposal.  When a planning application is being prepared, it is therefore 
crucial that time is spent to make sure that the benefits of the proposal are maximised as much 
as they can be, while any harms are minimised as far as possible. The application should also 
clearly set out what the development plan says, what the material considerations are, and the 
weight that should be given to each. 
 
Whilst the scheme will lead to a degree of negative impact, the impact must be balanced by 
the benefits which would accrue from a renewable energy generator leading to less reliance 
on carbon. The proposed development would make a significant contribution towards 
Wiltshire’s renewable energy target and as such it is considered that the overall environmental 
benefits associated with the proposal outweigh any very limited harm.  The proposal involves 
the use of temporary structures and a condition can be used to ensure that the installations 
are removed when no longer in use and that the land is restored to its previous use. 



 
It is therefore considered that on balance the public, environmental and economic benefits of 
the proposal outweigh the limited harm identified. It is therefore recommended that the 
application is granted permission subject to conditions to manage the detailed elements of the 
development and secure ongoing monitoring where appropriate. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Having taken into account the environmental information, it is recommended that 
planning permission is granted, subject to the conditions set out below: 
 
Conditions: 
 
1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years 

from the date of this permission. 
 

REASON: To comply with the provisions of Section 91 of the Town and Country Planning 
Act 1990 as amended by the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. 

 
2. The permission hereby granted shall be for a temporary period and shall expire 40 years 

from the date that electricity from the development is first exported to the electricity 
distribution network (‘First Export Date’) or no later than 45 years from the date of this 
decision, whichever is the soonest.  Written confirmation of the First Export Date shall be 
provided to the Local Planning Authority no later than 1 calendar month after that First 
Export Date.  Within 6 months of the date of expiry of this planning permission, or, if 
sooner, the cessation of the use of the solar panels for electricity generation purposes 
for a continuous period of 6 months, the solar panels together with any 
supporting/associated infrastructure including the inverter stations, security equipment, 
poles and fencing shall be removed from the land and the land restored to its former 
agricultural condition in accordance with a scheme of work to be submitted to, and 
approved in writing by, the local planning authority. The scheme of work, including a 
restoration plan and a decommissioning scheme that takes account of a recent ecological 
survey, shall be submitted to the local planning authority not less than six months before 
the removal of the installation. 

 
REASON: In the interests of amenity and the circumstances of the use and to ensure the 
long-term management of landscape and ecological features retained and created by the 
development and in the interests of the significance of the heritage assets and their 
setting. 

 
3. The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in accordance with the following 

approved plans and details: 
 

 SITE LOCATION PLAN 20.09_100 REV E 

 SITE BLOCK PLAN – PROPOSED 20.09_301 REV F 

 SITE BLOCK PLAN (DNO AREA) – PROPOSED 20.09_302 REV D 

 TYPICAL BATTERY STORAGE UNIT – DETAIL 

 Tree Constraints Plan - 10693 TCP 05_Bishoper Farm (1/12) 

 Planning, Design and Access Statement – March 2021 

 Appendix 4.2A - Outline Landscape and Ecology Management Plan – November 
2022 

 Archaeological Evaluation - CR1155_1 October 2022 

 Transport Statement - 16423-HYD-XX-XX-RP-TP-4001-P1 – March 2021 

 Flood Risk Assessment - 16467-HYD-XX-XX-RP-FR-0001 – January 2021 



 Solar Photovoltaic Glint and Glare Study - 10088A 

 Arboricultural Technical Note – March 2023 
 

REASON: For the avoidance of doubt and in the interests of proper planning. 
 
4. The development hereby approved shall be carried out in strict accordance with the 

following plans/reports: 
 

• Figure 1: Ecological Mitigation and Enhancement Plan. Rev. 1. Ref: 1098-EMEP-
F1 (GE Consulting, 23/03/2021). 

• Tree Constraints Plan (Aspect Arboriculture, March 2023). 
• Arboricultural Technical Note (Aspect Arboriculture, March 2023). 
• Tree Schedule (Aspect Arboriculture, March 2023). 
• Tree Protection Plan (Aspect Arboriculture, March 2023). 
• Environmental Statement Volume 1: Chapter 6.0 Ecology and Nature Conservation 

Rev. 1. (Savills, March 2021). 
• Appendix 4.3 Great Crested Newt Survey Addendum Report -1098 – GCN – CB 

(GE Consulting October 2022). 
• Appendix 4.4: Bat Automated Detector Survey Addendum Report – 1098-BAT-RP 

(GE Consulting October 2022). 
• Appendix 4.5 Ecological Monitoring Strategy – 1098 -EMS-RP (GE Consulting, 

November 2022). 
 

REASON: To ensure compliance with planning policy and secure the protection and 
mitigation for the habitats and species recorded. 

 
5. No development shall commence on site until a scheme for the discharge of surface 

water from the site, incorporating sustainable drainage details, has been submitted to 
and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The development shall not be 
first brought into use until surface water drainage has been constructed in accordance 
with the approved scheme. 

 
REASON: The matter is required to be agreed with the Local Planning Authority before 
development commences in order that the development is undertaken in an acceptable 
manner, to ensure that the development can be adequately drained. 

 
6. 'No development shall commence within the area indicated by application 20/08618/FUL 

until: 
 

a)  A written programme of archaeological investigation, which should include on-site 
work and off-site work such as the analysis, publishing and archiving of the results, 
has been submitted to and approved by the Local Planning Authority; and 

b)  The approved programme of archaeological work has been carried out in 
accordance with the approved details. 

 
REASON: The matter is required to be agreed with the Local Planning Authority before 
development commences in order to enable the protection of any matters of 
archaeological interest. 

 
INFORMATIVE: The work is to be carried out following the standards and guidelines for 
Strip, Map and Record excavations as set out by the Chartered Institute for 
Archaeologists (CIfA). The costs of this work are to be met by the applicant. 

 
7. No development shall commence within the area indicated by application 20/08618/FUL 

until: 



An Archaeological Management Plan, setting out how the archaeological exclusion 
zones are to be scoped out of the development and then protected from impacts during 
the developmental and operational phases of the proposals, has been submitted to and 
approved by the Local Planning Authority 

 
REASON: The matter is required to be agreed with the Local Planning Authority before 
development commences in order to enable the protection of any matters of 
archaeological interest. 

 
INFORMATIVE:  The AMP is to be prepared by qualified archaeologists following the 
standards and guidelines of the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA). The costs 
of this work are to be borne by the applicant. 

 
8. Prior to the commencement of works, including ground works/excavation, site clearance, 

vegetation clearance and boundary treatment works a Landscape and Ecology 
Management Plan (LEMP) shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local 
Planning Authority. The LEMP will include long term objectives and targets, management 
responsibilities and maintenance schedules for each ecological feature within the 
development, together with a mechanism for monitoring success of the management 
prescriptions, incorporating review and necessary adaptive management in order to 
attain targets. 

 
The LEMP shall also include details of the legal and funding mechanism(s) by which long-
term implementation of the plan will be secured. The LEMP shall be implemented in full 
and for the lifetime of the development in accordance with the approved details. 

 
REASON: The matter is required to be agreed with the Local Planning Authority before 
development commences in order to ensure the long-term management of landscape 
and ecological features retained and created by the development, for the benefit of visual 
amenity and biodiversity for the lifetime of the scheme. 

 
9. Prior to the commencement of works, including ground works/excavation, site clearance, 

vegetation clearance and boundary treatment works, an Ecological Construction 
Management Plan (EcCMP) shall be submitted to the local planning authority for approval 
in writing. The EcCMP shall include a marked up plan showing details of biodiversity 
protection zones for the main site and the sub-station/DNO site and shall provide details 
of the avoidance, mitigation and protective measures to be implemented before and 
during the construction phase, including but not necessarily limited to, the following: 

 
a) Identification of ecological protection areas/buffer zones and tree root protection 

areas and details of physical means of protection, e.g. exclusion fencing. 
b) Working method statements for protected/priority species, such as nesting birds and 

reptiles. 
c) Mitigation strategies already agreed with the local planning authority prior to 

determination, such as for great crested newts, dormice or bats; this should 
comprise the preconstruction/construction related elements of strategies only. 

d) Work schedules for activities with specific timing requirements in order to 
avoid/reduce potential harm to ecological receptors; including details of when a 
licensed ecologist and/or ecological clerk of works (ECoW) shall be present on site. 

e) Key personnel, responsibilities and contact details (including Site Manager and 
ecologist/ECoW). 

f) Timeframe for provision of compliance report to the local planning authority; to be 
completed by the ecologist/ECoW and to include photographic evidence. 

 
Development shall be carried out in strict accordance with the approved EcCMP. 



 
REASON: The matter is required to be agreed with the Local Planning Authority before 
development commences in order to ensure adequate protection and mitigation for 
ecological receptors prior to and during construction, and that works are undertaken in 
line with current best practice and industry standards and are supervised by a suitably 
licensed and competent professional ecological consultant where applicable. 

 
10. No development shall commence on site until a scheme of hard and soft landscaping has 

been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority, the details of 
which shall include:- 

 

 location and current canopy spread of all existing trees and hedgerows on the land; 

 full details of any to be retained, together with measures for their protection in the 
course of development; 

 dimensioned stand-off distances from new development to important retained 
landscape features such as hedgerows and watercourses. 

 a detailed planting specification and plan showing all plant species, supply and 
planting sizes and planting densities; 

 finished levels and contours; 

 means of enclosure. Security / deer proof fence layouts must not isolate existing 
areas of woodland or hedgerows and watercourses. The security fencing shall 
maintain functional green infrastructure connectivity for larger wildlife species to 
pass through the solar PV site. 

 Location of temporary car park and storage area/s; 

 other vehicle and pedestrian access and circulation areas; 

 all hard and soft surfacing materials; 

 minor artefacts and structures (e.g. containers, storage units, signs, lighting etc); 

 proposed and existing functional services above and below ground (e.g. drainage, 
power, communications, cables, pipelines etc indicating lines, manholes, supports 
etc); 

 
REASON: The matter is required to be agreed with the Local Planning Authority before 
development commences in order that the development is undertaken in an acceptable 
manner, in the interests of visual amenity and the character and appearance of the area. 

 
11. All soft landscaping comprised in the approved details of landscaping shall be carried out 

in the first planting and seeding season following the first operation of the development 
or the completion of the development whichever is the sooner, or in accordance with a 
schedule and timetable to be agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority. All shrubs, 
trees and hedge planting shall be maintained free from weeds and shall be protected 
from damage by vermin and stock. Any trees or plants which, within a period of five years, 
die, are removed, or become seriously damaged or diseased shall be replaced in the 
next planting season with others of a similar size and species, unless otherwise agreed 
in writing by the Local Planning Authority. 

 
REASON: To ensure a satisfactory landscaped setting for the development and the 
protection of existing important landscape features. 

 
11. No development shall commence on site (including any works of demolition), until a 

Construction MANAGEMENT Statement, together with a site plan, which shall include 
the following: 

 
1. the parking of vehicles of site operatives and visitors; 
2. loading and unloading of plant and materials; 



3. storage of plant and materials used in constructing the development; 
4. the erection and maintenance of security hoarding including decorative displays and 

facilities for public viewing, where appropriate; 
5. wheel washing facilities; 
6. measures to control the emission of dust and dirt during construction; 
7. a scheme for recycling/disposing of waste resulting from demolition and 

construction works; and 
8. measures for the protection of the natural environment. 
9. hours of construction, including deliveries; 
10. pre-condition photo survey 
 
has been submitted to, and approved in writing by, the Local Planning Authority. The 
approved Statement shall be adhered to throughout the construction period. The 
development shall not be carried out otherwise than in accordance with the approved 
construction method statement without the prior written permission of the Local Planning 
Authority. 

 
REASON: The matter is required to be agreed with the Local Planning Authority before 
development commences in order to minimise detrimental effects to the neighbouring 
amenities, the amenities of the area in general, detriment to the natural environment 
through the risks of pollution and dangers to highway safety, during the construction 
phase. 

 
13. No development, at the Solar Farm area at Crudwell Road, shall take place until the 

visibility splays shown on the approved plans have been provided with no obstruction to 
visibility at or above a height of 900mm above the nearside carriageway level. The 
visibility splays shall always be maintained free of obstruction thereafter. 

 
REASON: In the interests of highway safety. 

 
14. No development, at the Solar Farm area at Crudwell Road, shall take place until details 

of a consolidated and surfaced vehicle access, has been submitted to and approved in 
writing by the Local Planning Authority. The access shall be maintained as such 
thereafter. 

 
REASON: In the interests of highway safety. 

 
15. No development, at the Solar Farm area at Crudwell Road, shall take place until details 

of a consolidated and surfaced vehicle turning space for post-construction purposes has 
been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. No part of the 
development shall be first brought into use until that turning space has been completed 
in accordance with the approved details. Such turning space shall always thereafter be 
retained and kept clear of obstruction. 

 
REASON: To enable vehicles to enter and leave the site in forward gear in the interests 
of highway safety. 

 
16. No development, at the Grid Connection compound, shall take place until details of the 

visibility splays have been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning 
Authority. Such splay will have no obstruction to visibility at or above a height of 900mm 
above the nearside carriageway level, and shall thereafter be maintained free of 
obstruction at all times. 

 
REASON: In the interests of highway safety. 

 



17. No development, at the Grid Connection compound, shall take place until details of a 
consolidated and surfaced vehicle access has been submitted to and approved in writing 
by the Local Planning Authority. The access shall be maintained as such thereafter. 

 
REASON: In the interests of highway safety. 

 
18. No development, at the Grid Connection compound, shall take place until details of a 

consolidated and surfaced vehicle turning space for post-construction purposes has been 
submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. No part of the 
development shall be first brought into use until that turning space has been completed 
in accordance with the approved details. Such turning space shall always thereafter be 
retained and kept clear of obstruction. 

 
REASON: To enable vehicles to enter and leave the site in forward gear in the --interests 
of highway safety. 

 
19. No construction or operational artificial lighting shall be installed at the site unless 

otherwise agreed in writing by the local planning authority. 
 

No external lighting shall be installed on-site until plans showing the type of light 
appliance, the height and position of fitting, illumination levels and light spillage in 
accordance with the appropriate Environmental Zone standards set out by the Institution 
of Lighting Professionals in their publication “The Reduction of Obtrusive Light” Guidance 
Note 01/21 (reference GN01/21), have been submitted to and approved in writing by the 
Local Planning Authority. The approved lighting shall be installed and shall be maintained 
in accordance with the approved details and no additional external lighting shall be 
installed. 

 
REASON: In the interests of the amenities of the area and to minimise unnecessary light 
spillage above and outside the development site and in the interests of conserving 
biodiversity. 

 
20. Notwithstanding the details hereby approved, the finished colour for all cabins, substation 

containers, fencing and any other structure that forms a part of this development shall be 
finished in a dark green (RAL 6007) and shall be maintained as such thereafter. 

 
REASON: In the interests of preserving the character and appearance of the area. 

 
21. Within three months of the end of the construction phase a compliance report shall be 

submitted to the local planning authority. The report shall detail all works overseen by the 
ecologist/EcoW and all compliance checks undertaken as detailed in the Ecological 
Construction Management Plan by the competent person prior to, during and post-
completion of construction works. Associated dates of visits to site shall be stipulated in 
the compliance report and photographic evidence shall be provided. 

 
REASON: To ensure works are undertaken in strict accordance with an approved plans 
prior to and during construction, and that works are conducted in line with current best 
practice and are supervised by a suitably licensed and competent professional ecological 
consultant/ECoW where necessary. 

 
22. No construction or demolition work shall take place on Sundays or Public Holidays or 

outside the hours of 08:00 to 18:00 Monday to Friday and 08:00 to 13:00 on Saturdays.  
 

REASON: Core policy 57, Ensuring high design and place shaping such that appropriate 
levels of amenity are achievable. 



 
23. In the event that contamination is encountered at any time when carrying out the 

approved development, the Local Planning Authority must be advised of the steps that 
will be taken by an appropriate contractor; to deal with contamination and provide a 
written remedial statement to be followed by a written verification report that confirms 
what works that have been undertaken to render the development suitable for use. 

 
REASON: To ensure that risks from land contamination to the future users of the land 
and neighbouring land are minimised, together with those to controlled waters, property 
and ecological systems, and to ensure that the development can be carried out safely 
without unacceptable risks to workers, neighbours and other offsite receptors. 

 
Informatives: 
 
21. Informative 

 Flows from solar farm sites should be restricted to the greenfield rates and volumes 
for equivalent storm events for all return periods up to the 1 in 100year event. 

 If a formal outfall to a watercourse / sewer is provided, any increase in discharge 
rates as a result of climate change shall be attenuated on site. 

 It will not be acceptable for a solar farm site to increase discharge rates above 
greenfield rates. 

 The drainage proposal take opportunities available for improving the character and 
quality of the area through the provision of amenity, biodiversity and climate change 
resilience in accordance with the National Planning Policy Guidance 

 SuDS should be selected to provide source controls, and treatment / management 
“trains” throughout the site. Applicants should use multiple features around the site 
and avoid relying on single site-wide features (wherever possible) in order to provide 
the required levels of water quantity / quality management. 

 
22. Informative: 

The drainage strategy should discuss how the erosion risk from a sheet flow off panels 
will be managed in order to prevent erosion of channels over time, which could 
concentrate and direct surface water runoff. It is noted that most solar farms may be 
largely permeable, and Section 5.2 of the FRA does state: 

 
Whilst it is accepted that there may be a concentration of run-off from the bottom edge of 
the panels (albeit the likelihood of this is minimised as a result of the vertical and 
horizontal gaps between the panels, as shown in Figure 4), any rainwater unable to 
infiltrate at that point will flow across the ground between the proposed panel rows and 
beneath the downslope rows and infiltrate there as per the existing ‘natural’ situation, i.e. 
the same surface area will be available for infiltration compared to the pre-development 
situation. This arrangement will ensure that existing drainage patterns will not be altered, 
and therefore that flood risk is not increased off-site. 

 
The LFA requires that overland flows will still need to be managed to prevent discharge 
and increase in flood risk to 3rd party land. It is anticipated that for solar farms, overland 
/ exceedance flows will be captured and conveyed in linear features such as swales / 
ditches. 

 
1. The applicant is required to submit greenfield runoff rates, to be calculated using one 

of two methods: 
 

• Flood Estimation Handbook (FEH); or 
• Institute of Hydrology Report 124 (IH124) based on Flood Studies Report (FSR) 



 
2. The applicant should submit calculations to demonstrate that the any SuDS features 

provide sufficient water quality treatment to prevent pollution of receiving 
watercourses / groundwater. 

 
3. It is noted that solar panels are not listed in the SuDS Manual – for the purposes of 

analysis, Solar Panels should be assessed as being like roofs. Roads should 
continue to be assessed as per normal, based on guidance in the CIRIA SuDS 
Manual. 

 
4. The applicant should demonstrate that NFM principles have been applied as far as 

reasonably practicable in accordance with CIRIA C802, in order to manage surface 
water runoff from the site. 

 
5. The application is to provide a robust land management plan which should include 

checklists and details of the regime for monitoring vegetation cover including 
frequency of visits, and set out remedial measures that could be implemented if 
problem areas are identified 

 
23. Informative: 

Groundwater Protection - The site falls within a groundwater Source Protection Zone 1 
(SPZ 1). This is a zone of protection surrounding a nearby drinking water borehole, which 
is highly vulnerable to pollution. It therefore requires careful protection from 
contamination. Further information on SPZs can be found at http://www.environment-
agency.gov.uk/homeandleisure/37833.aspx This will particularly be the case during the 
construction phase. 

 
24. Informative: 

Safeguards should be implemented during the construction phase to minimise the risks 
of pollution from the development. Such safeguards should cover: 
 
- the use of plant and machinery 
- wheel washing and vehicle wash-down 
- oils/chemicals and materials 
- the use and routing of heavy plant and vehicles 
- the location and form of work and storage areas and compounds 
- the control and removal of spoil and wastes. 

 
25. Informative: 

The application may involve the creation of a new vehicle access/dropped kerb to Oaksey 
Road. The consent hereby granted shall not be construed as authority to carry out works 
on the highway. The applicant is advised that a licence will be required from Wiltshire’s 
Highway Authority before any works are carried out on any footway, footpath, 
carriageway, verge or other land forming part of the highway. Please contact our Vehicle 
Crossing Team on vehicleaccess@wiltshire.gov.uk and/or 01225 713352 or visit their 
website at http://wiltshire.gov.uk/highways-streets to make an application. 

 
 


